THE TRUE GEORGE WASHINGTON

passed together, and who never, on any part of the
globe, even in his own house, could feel himself so
perfectly at home as in your family, it must be con-
fessed that an irregular, lengthy correspondence is
quite insufficient I beseech you, in the name of
our friendship, of that paternal concern of yours for
my happiness, not to miss any opportunity to let me
hear from my dear General."

One letter from Washington told Lafayette of his
recovery from a serious illness, and Lafayette re-
sponded, "What could have been my feelings, had
the news of your illness reached me before I knew
my beloved General, my adopted father, was out of
danger? I was struck at the idea of the situation
you have been in, while I, uninformed and so distant
from you, was anticipating the long-waited-for pleas-
ure to hear from you, and the still more endearing
prospect of visiting you and presenting you the
tribute of a revolution, one of your first offsprings.
For God's sake, my dear General, take care of your
health!"

Presently, as the French Revolution gathered force,
the anxiety was reversed, Washington writing that
"The lively interest which I take in your welfare,
my dear Sir, keeps my mind in constant anxiety for
your personal safety." This fear was only too well
founded, for shortly after Lafayette was a captive in
an Austrian prison and his wife was appealing to her
husband's friend for help. Our ministers were told
to do all they could to secure his liberty, and Wash-
ington wrote a personal letter to the Emperor of
Austria. Before receiving her letter, on the firstte heart to
